
Weather & Crop Conditions 
 
January was not a typical month for Virginia.  Crops and livestock did not endure the harsh winter weather typically 
associated with the month of January.  Warm temperatures allowed a boost in small grain growth.  Plentiful rains created muddy 
conditions thus hindering outside work.  Livestock grazed pastures and producers supplemented the pastures with hay when 
necessary.  Producers were beginning to order supplies and preparing for spring fertilizer applications.  Other farm activities this 
month included orchard and vineyard pruning, some calving and lambing, and maple syrup production preparations.  Producers 
were also busy with bookkeeping and tax preparations, as well as attending winter meetings.  The warm weather allowed for 
needed maintenance to be done on fences, barns, and equipment. 

February was more like winter for the Commonwealth of Virginia than the previous month.  Most areas experienced dry 
conditions in spite of the occasional snow and ice.  Small grain and cover crops were doing well, but could have used more 
moisture.  Dry conditions allowed farmers to do some field work such as top-dressing and applying herbicides.  The lack of rain 
also contributed to lower pasture reserves, and increased feeding rates for livestock.  Due to extreme changes in temperatures 
from one day to the next, some producers experienced cases of pneumonia in cattle, thus raising concerns about the health of 
Virginia’s livestock. However, fall calves were doing well and spring calving was almost finished.  Other farm activities for the 
month included fixing fences, attending winter meetings, and soil sampling.  

March continued dry with above normal temperatures early in the month followed by below normal readings toward the 
end.  Most areas remained dry, though a storm system mid-month brought some moisture to the state.  Some producers had 
expressed concern about the dry conditions and the affect these conditions might have on the start of planting.  Dry conditions 
allowed farmers to continue with some spring field work such as top-dressing and applying herbicides.  Other farm activities for 
the month included preparing equipment for spring planting, fixing fences, and attending the last winter meetings.  

April began with mild weather and very little rainfall. Dry conditions slowed the development of hay fields and small grains. 
Some corn had been planted, while some producers waited for moisture levels to improve. The dry days and warm temperatures 
allowed corn planting to continue ahead of schedule. Despite the lack of moisture, livestock appeared to be healthy.  Dry 
conditions improved towards the end of the month. Hail was reported in some areas as most areas of the state received rainfall.   

May welcomed showers the first part of the month. Beneficial rains helped to recharge topsoil moisture levels in most areas, 
resulting in good planting conditions for soybeans. The rain came at just the right time for the corn that had already been planted, 
although some producers were concerned about how the cooler temperatures would affect the crop. Some frost damage was 
reported in corn fields on the eastern shore, but the affected fields were expected to make a full recovery. The small grain crop 
looked good despite the early dry conditions.      

June was a month of spotty rains and some scattered thunderstorms; however, conditions remained dry in most areas of the 
state. Livestock producers were concerned about the lack of hay, and were preparing to buy supplemental feed in fear of an 
insufficient hay crop. Dry soil conditions in some areas hindered corn and tobacco growth, and slowed soybean planting.  
Tropical Storm Alberto provided rainfall to some areas, and even some flooding in the Virginia Beach area. Overall, the rains did 
not provide enough moisture to completely offset the previous months of dry conditions. 
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-Weather & Crop Conditions, continued- 

July brought much needed rain relief to dry conditions throughout the Commonwealth. Sporadic rainfall across the state was 
beneficial to crop growth, but not quite enough to replenish soil moisture levels in all areas. Pastures were slow recovering from 
previously dry conditions, and a second cutting of hay was showing more promise due to better moisture conditions. Crops 
responded well to the increase in moisture. 

August weather conditions were dry again for many areas of the Commonwealth with temperatures well above normal, and 
precipitation below normal. Pastures which maintained good growth in July had begun to suffer from the heat. Cattle across the 
state were showing signs of stress as well. Extreme temperatures dried up most of the surface moisture and affected crops, 
especially corn and soybeans. Early planted corn still looked good in some areas; however, most late planted corn was showing 
signs of stress. Corn planted for silage was drying quickly, requiring farmers to speed up harvesting efforts. Full-season soybeans 
continued to thrive, while double-cropped beans were showing signs of stress.          

September Tropical Storm Ernesto brought significant rainfall to the Commonwealth. Most areas welcomed the rain, 
while some areas reported flooding of roads and fields. The storm brought rainfall amounts averaging 5 inches across the state, 
while some areas reported more than 10 inches of rainfall. The increase in moisture eased dry conditions, but hindered harvest 
and field work. Producers expected that the timing of rainfall and cooler temperatures should have improved pastures, hay fields, 
and field crops. Pastures had greened and hay conditions had improved. Hay supplies remained short as some cattle producers 
were looking for ways to find supplemental feed for the winter. Soybeans were somewhat recovering from the dry conditions.      

October brought cool temperatures and adequate rainfall to Virginia. Weather conditions were excellent for fall calving and 
lambing. Livestock across the state was reported to be in good condition. Rains and cool temperatures were beneficial to pasture 
and hay conditions which continued to improve. Soybean conditions improved, but reporters felt that the yield potential was 
significantly reduced by the dry conditions in July and August.   

November had rainy conditions for most of the month which slowed fieldwork. The rain and unseasonably warm 
temperatures were excellent for fall grazing and small grain plantings when the weather permitted. Heavy rainfall and flooding 
filled many water sources to full capacity, which caused some fence damage, and washed away some recently seeded grain fields. 
However, reporters in most areas said pastures, hay fields, and small grain crops looked very good.     

December brought relatively mild and dry conditions to the Commonwealth.  Soil moisture conditions were adequate 
throughout the month.  Wet field conditions at the beginning of December continued to hinder harvest progress for some corn and 
soybean producers.  However, fields began to dry out as the month progressed.  Unusually warm weather throughout the month 
extended grazing opportunities and delayed the need for supplemental feeding in many areas.  The mild temperatures and 
beneficial rains allowed small grains to develop nicely.  Overall, winter grain crops were reported to be in good condition.  Other 
farm activities included fall calving, fencing, conditioning equipment, storing harvest equipment, applying lime and fertilizer, and 
scouting for aphids and weeds.   

  
 
 
 
 
 


